
Alumni Highlight – Keithly 
Jones, Ph.D., Agribusiness 

Keithly Jones, Ph.D., began his 
studies at FAMU as an agri-
business major in the College of 
Engineering, Sciences, Agricul-
ture, and Technology (CESTA), 
now known as the College of 
Agriculture and Food Sciences 
(CAFS). Our esteemed alumni is 
now a Senior Economist for the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s (USDA) Economic  
Research Service (ERS). More 
specifically, he coordinates 
Cross-Commodity Outlook Ac-
tivities in the Animal Protein 
complex for the Animal Prod-
ucts and Cost of Production 
Unit within the ERS’ Market 
and Trade Economics Divi-
sion. The program he leads serves 
stakeholders in public and private 
sectors with timely, in-depth anal-
ysis and information important to 
understanding and anticipating 
developments in the agricultural 
commodity markets. 

Jones also served for six months as senior advi-
sor for  
Agricultural Economics and Community Development at 
USDA Office of the Chief Scientist where he was involved 
in reviewing and evaluating a broad range of policy and 
program management issues and concerns, as well as, 
coordinating multiple program efforts to ensure appro-
priate representation and transmission of USDA plans 
and policies. 

He joined USDA ERS in January 2000 and has served as 
economist and later senior economist in the Market and 
Trade Economics Division supporting priority projects 
and developing and maintaining expertise in meat trade 
issues. At that time, he led the agency’s research examin-
ing import and export demand for meat, poultry, fish and 
dairy products. His  research looked at the influence of 
various factors, including exchange rates, quality, inputs, 
animal disease, country of origin labeling (COOL), and 
trade policy on animals and animal products. His  
principal responsibilities include analysis that provides  

a perspective of the economic 
situation and policy environ-
ment for meat and livestock 
trade. He has published more 
than 25 peer reviewed articles. 

Jones also worked as a Farm 
Management Specialist with the 
Cooperative Extension Services 
at Florida A&M University  
between January 2004 and  
June 2005 providing advice and 
technical assistance to small 
farms in Northern Florida. He 
has earned numerous awards, 
notably the American Agricul-
tural Economics Association 
Award in 2006 in recognition of 
outstanding leadership and 
counsel to the 2700 members of 
the association; the Secretary of 
Agriculture Honor Award for 

Excellence, twice in consecutive 
years—2011 and 2012; and the 
USDA Economist Group 2016 John E. 
Lee award for sustained excellence in 
team economic analysis for his out-
standing efforts of working across 

agencies to analyze the trade impacts of country
-of-origin labeling requirements for the livestock indus-
try.   

Jones holds a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from The 
Pennsylvania State University, M.S. and B.S. degrees in 
Agribusiness from Florida A&M University, and an A.S. 
degree in Agricultural Sciences from the Eastern Caribbe-
an Institute of Agriculture and Forestry, Trinidad, West 
Indies. He is also a graduate of American University’s  
Executive Leadership Program in effective policy imple-
mentation. The program has equipped him with skills in 
creating a leadership plan for the future, facilitating and 
team building, leading in the context of a constitutional 
government, leading organizational change, leading 
through strategic communication, program goal setting, 
monitoring and evaluation, and leading effective policy 
implementation.   

CONTACT:  
Keithly Jones, Ph.D. 
Senior Research Economist  
Economic Research Service  

CAFS NEWS BITES 

Keithly Jones, Ph.D., Senior Research 
Economist for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Economic Research Service  
Earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees  in 
Agribusiness from Florida A&M 
University. (Photo provided by Keithly 
Jones, Ph.D.) 


